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1. ABOUT COUSA 

The Confederation of Ugandans in Southern Africa (COUSA), established in 2018, is a non-partisan, non-

profit umbrella organization  representing over one million Ugandans across Botswana, Eswatini, 

Namibia, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, and South Africa. COUSA plays a pivotal role in fostering trade, 

investment, tourism, and financial services, ensuring that the Ugandan diaspora contributes 

meaningfully to national development. The Ugandan diaspora in Southern Africa contributes over USD 

1.4 billion in annual remittances, highlighting its economic significance. COUSA serves as a strategic 

bridge between the diaspora and key stakeholders in Uganda and host nations, promoting business 

partnerships, policy advocacy, and cultural exchange. 

 

2. THE SECOND CONVENTION OF UGANDANS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA (COUSA) 

The 2nd COUSA Convention, held on November 23 2̙4, 2024, in Pretoria, South Africa, convened under 

the theme "Celebrating Ugandan Excellence and Development Solutions".  This significant gathering 

provided a dynamic platform for Ugandans across Southern Africa to network, collaborate, and 

contribute  toʞ"ȉ| ɓô"Ɩ|"̃ȡ Ɩ"ȺĜƶƖ"Ŵ |±ʘ±ŴƶǺƌ±ƖȺ˱ 

Building on the success of the 1st COUSA Convention in 2023, which focused on "Empowering the 

Ugandan Diaspora: Unlocking Financial and Market Opportunities in South Africa," the 2nd Convention 

expanded its scope by emphasizing diaspora excellence, development solutions, and stronger bilateral 

ties between Uganda and Southern African nations. The growth in attendance and the caliber of 

|ĜȡlɔȡȡĜƶƖȡ ȉ±íŴ±lȺ±| ȺĊ± ĜƖlȉ±"ȡĜƖô ĜƌǺ"lȺ ƶí kƵɓȠ!̃ȡ ±ííƶȉȺȡ Ⱥƶ ɔƖĜíʲ "Ɩ| ±Ɩô"ô± ȺĊ± Ugandan 

diaspora. 

The convention attracted a large number of Ugandans from Uganda, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Namibia, 

Eswatini, and Lesothoˮ  ȉ±ĜƖíƶȉlĜƖô kƵɓȠ!̃ȡ ƌĜȡȡĜƶƖ Ⱥƶ ɔƖĜȺ± ȺĊ± |Ĝ"ȡǺƶȉ" lƶƌƌɔƖĜȺʲ˱ ǹ"ȉȺĜlĜǺ"ƖȺȡ 

engaged in discussions on trade, investment, education, governance, and socio-economic 

transformation , while also celebrating Ugandan cultural heritage and achievements. 
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The event was officially opened by Hon. Henry Musasizi, Minister of State for Finance, Planning, and 

Economic Development, who represented H.E. Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, President of Uganda, the Guest 

of Honor. In his address, he emphasized Pan-African unity, economic integration, and the critical role 

ƶí ȺĊ± ɓô"Ɩ|"Ɩ |Ĝ"ȡǺƶȉ" ĜƖ ȺĊ± lƶɔƖȺȉʲ̃ȡ |±ʘ±ŴƶǺƌ±ƖȺ˱ ĉ± ±ƌǺĊ"ȡĜˈ±| ǹ"Ɩ-African unity, economic 

ĜƖȺ±ôȉ"ȺĜƶƖˮ "Ɩ| ȺĊ± ĜƌǺƶȉȺ"Ɩl± ƶí ȺĊ± |Ĝ"ȡǺƶȉ" ĜƖ ɓô"Ɩ|"̃ȡ |±ʘ±ŴƶǺƌ±ƖȺ˱ He also highlighted 

ɓô"Ɩ|"̃ȡ ĜƖʘ±ȡȺƌ±ƖȺ-friendly policies, including tax holidays, free land allocation, and affordable labor 

for investors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minister, Henry Musasizi who represented President Museveni speaks during the convention. 
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H.E. Paul Amoru, who also serves as the Patron 

of COUSA Patron, highlighted the historical 

journey of COUSA, emphasizing the resilience, 

determination, and inclusive engagement that 

have led to its success. He praised the Ugandan 

diaspora for their commitment to national 

development and recognized the critical role of 

partnerships in fostering sustainable economic 

growth. He also reaffirmed the Uganda High 

kƶƌƌĜȡȡĜƶƖ̃ȡ lƶƌƌĜȺƌ±ƖȺ Ⱥƶ ȡȺȉ±ƖôȺĊ±ƖĜƖô 

diplomatic and trade ties between  Uganda and 

Southern African nations, ensuring that 

Ugandans abroad remain actively engaged in 

ȡĊ"ǺĜƖô ȺĊ± lƶɔƖȺȉʲ̃ȡ íɔȺɔȉ±˱ 

 

3. CONVENTION OBJECTIVES 

The 2nd COUSA Convention aimed to: 

1. Recognize and honor individuals making significant contributions to Uganda and host nations.  

2. Strengthen economic ties between Ugandans in Southern Africa and businesses in Uganda. 

3. Promote diaspora-friendly banking services, investment vehicles, and remittance solutions. 

4. Foster cooperation between Uganda and Southern African nations through trade, education, and 

cultural exchange. 

5. Encourage partnerships between Ugandan professionals and institutions to boost econ omic 

growth. 

6. Establish a platform for discussing development issues affecting the Ugandan diaspora. 

 

4. KEY HIGHLIGHTS 

4.1. Distinguished Speakers and Expert Contributions  

4.1.1. Address by H.E. Paul Amoru  ̙kƵɓȠ! ǹ"ȺȉƶƖ "Ɩ| ɓô"Ɩ|"̃ȡ ĉĜôĊ kƶƌƌĜȡȡĜƶƖ±ȉ Ⱥƶ South 

Africa  
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Dr. Echun, urged Ugandans in the diaspora to 

recognize that Uganda is for all Ugandans, and all 

Ugandans should be for Uganda. He described 

COUSA as a seed creator and catalyst for 

unlocking opportunities for Ugandans abroad, 

emphasizing the importance of leveraging 

collective strength for mutual growth. His address 

reinforced the strategic role of COUSA in linking 

Ugandan professionals, entrepreneurs, and 

ĜƖʘ±ȡȺƶȉȡ ʞĜȺĊ ɓô"Ɩ|"̃ȡ ±lƶƖƶƌĜl ±lƶsystem, 

driving forward key development goals.  

 

4.1.2. Address by Mr. Moses Kibombo ï COUSA President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.1.3. Address by Dr. Daniel Echun ï Chairman, COUSA Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Kibombo, emphasized the significance of 

unity and collective effort  among Ugandans in the 

diaspora. He lauded participants for their 

dedication to tackling shared challenges, 

enhancing socio-economic transformation, and 

improving household incomes through diaspora -

Ŵ±| ĜƖĜȺĜ"ȺĜʘ±ȡ˱ ĉ± ȉ±ĜȺ±ȉ"Ⱥ±| kƵɓȠ!̃ȡ ʘĜȡĜƶƖ ƶí 

bridging the gap between Uganda and the 

diaspora, creating opportun ities for investment, 

cultural exchange, and skill development. 
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The convention featured insightful keynote addresses and panel discussions from notable Ugandan 

leaders and professionals. These discussions covered topics such as governance, economic 

development, financial inclusion, and diaspora engagement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hon. Jonathan Odur , Shadow Minister for Justice and Constitutional Affairs, emphasized legislative advocacy for the 

diaspora and the importance of integrating diaspora voices into national discussions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Barbara Akech , Resident District Commissioner, Dokolo, discussed the importance of digital connectivity for 

the diaspora through a unified communication system & diaspora-focused applications. 
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Mr. Melvyn Lubega , Founder, Baobab Group, delivered an inspiring speech on entrepreneurship, lifelong 

learning, and African economic empowerment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Rita Sonko , Founder of Toli Wekka, led a crucial discussion on mental health awareness, substance abuse 

prevention, and community -based health solutions. 
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4.1.4 Panel discussion  

A panel discussion brought together experts, policymakers, and business leaders to engage in 

interactive dialogue on critical issues affecting the Ugandan diaspora 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right:  

a. Mr. Andrew Apedel , Senior Registration Officer, NIRA, provided key insights into national identification 

services, including plans for marriage registration services for Ugandans abroad. 

 

b. Hon. Jonathan Odur, Shadow Minister for Justice and Constitutional Affairs, emphasized legislative 

advocacy for the diaspora and the importance of integrating diaspora voices into national discussions. 

 

 

c. Mr. M arcellino Bwesigye , Assistant Commissioner, Uganda Immigration Directorate, addressed the 

critical role of citizenship and inclusivity in strengthening diaspora engagement.  

 

d. Ms. Juliet, an Immigration Attaché at the Uganda High Commission in Pretoria, provided key insights 

on immigration matters, outlining guidelines for passport applications and national identification 

registration. 
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Mr. Mohammed Bagonza , the head of the State House Diaspora Unit ±ƌǺĊ"ȡĜˈ±| ɓô"Ɩ|"̃ȡ commitment 
to strengthening diaspora relations  through favorable policies and engagement initiatives.  

 

 

4.1. 5 Government Endorsement & Policy Discussions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mr. Phillip Kakuru , the Senior Presidential Advisor on Trade urged Ugandans abroad to invest in 

treasury bonds and Savings and Credit Cooperatives (SACCOs)  Ⱥƶ lƶƖȺȉĜbɔȺ± Ⱥƶ ɓô"Ɩ|"̃ȡ US 5 
billion remittance target by 2029.  
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Hajat Hamida  Kibirige , the Head of ICT at State House, 

discussed technological advancements aimed at strengthening 

diaspora engagement. She highlighted the importance of 

digital platforms in streamlining government services for 

Ugandans abroad, including access to vital documents and 

investment opportunities. Her insights emphasized leveraging 

technology to enhance comm unication between the 

government and the diaspora.  

Mr. Bagiire Vincent Waiswa, Permanent Secretary of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, highlighted  ȺĊ± ôƶʘ±ȉƖƌ±ƖȺ̃ȡ 

commitment to fostering meaningful collaboration with its 

citizens abroad. His speech reflected  the critical role of the 

{Ĝ"ȡǺƶȉ" ĜƖ ɓô"Ɩ|"̃ȡ ȡƶlĜƶ±lƶƖƶƌĜl Ⱥȉ"Ɩȡíƶȉƌ"ȺĜƶƖˮ 

emphasizing Vision 204 0 and ongoing national development 

plans. Additionally, Explored  ɓô"Ɩ|"̃ȡ ȡȺȉĜ|±ȡ ĜƖ íƶȉ±ĜôƖ 

policy, regional peace, and economic growth.  
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ĉƶƖ˱ Ƌɔȡ"ȡĜˈĜ Ŵ"ɔƖlĊ±ȡ ȺĊ± !lĊĜ±ʘ±ȉȡ̃ !ʞ"ȉ| ʞ±bȡĜȺ± "ŴƶƖôȡĜ|± ȺĊ± awards committee and Uganda High Commissioner.  

4.2. Diaspora High Achi evers Awards  

A major highlight of the convention was the launch of the official website for the Diaspora High 

Achievers Awards, officiated by Hon. Henry Musasizi. These awards recognized outstanding Ugandans 

in Southern Africa for their contributions in v "ȉĜƶɔȡ ȡ±lȺƶȉȡˮ ĜƖȡǺĜȉĜƖô ôȉ±"Ⱥ±ȉ Ǻ"ȉȺĜlĜǺ"ȺĜƶƖ ĜƖ ɓô"Ɩ|"̃ȡ 

socio-economic transformation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The awards were proudly sponsored by Marce Projects Pty Ltd, whose generous support enabled the 

development and launch of the official website, furth er enhancing the credibility and accessibility of 

the awards program. Their sponsorship played a crucial role in ensuring the success of the initiative, 

reinforcing the commitment to celebrating and empowering the Ugandan diaspora community.  
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Mr. Marcellino Bwesigye , Assistant Commissioner, 

Uganda Immigration Directorate  

Ms. Elizabeth Ntege  ̙CEO, NFT Consult Group 

Mr. Henry Wabyona  ̙Deputy Head, State House Diaspora Unit  

4.3. Other speakers 
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Mr. Andr ew Mukiibi - CEO of Federal Foods PTY 
Mr. James Kasookabogera - Statician  

Mr. Mukwaya Shafic  ̙COUSA treasurer and 

Chairman United Ugandans in South Africa (UNISA)  
Mr. Bbira Omaar  ̙Lecturer UKZN Edgewood campus 

& Spokesperson, United Ugandans in Durban (UUD)  
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4.6. Audience Engagement and Participation  

The convention was structured to encourage active participation from attendees. After keynote 

addresses and panel discussions, audience members had the opportunity to ask questions, share their 

views, and make submissions on key issues affecting the Ugandan diaspora. Open Q&A sessions 

allowed for direct engagement with policymakers, business leaders, and institutional representatives, 

ensuring that the concerns and ideas of the community were heard and addressed. 
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4.3. SPONSORS AND PARTNERS 

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to our sponsors and event partners, whose support and 

presence played a crucial role in making the 2nd COUSA Convention a success. These are: 

4.3.1 Silver Sponsors - Comfort Homes, Vaal Real Estate, Buildnet Uganda and Jukas Construction. 
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Mr. Brian Areneitwe  ̙Head of sales, Vaal Real Estate  

Jukas Construction  Mr. Philemon Karungi Rukwira  ̙Business Developme nt 

Consultant, Comfort Homes  

Dr. Ibrahim Semaganda  ̙CEO, Buildnet 

4.3.1.1 All Silver sponsors had an opportunity to address the audience, sharing insights about 

their businesses and services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PAGE 17 

4.3.1.2 All Silver sponsors had vending stalls where they could display their products and 

interact with potential clients and pa rtners throughout the event.   

 

a) JUKAS CONSTRUCTION 
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b)  COMFORT HOMES 
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C) VAAL REAL ESTATE 
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D) BUILDNET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


